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Homeland Security and Anti-Terrorism (DMA) Memos

MEMO
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Date:

[date]

To:

Applicants seeking public employment
From:

[name], Human Resources Coordinator

Subject:
NEW TERRORISM-RELATED FORMS REQUIRED FOR ALL PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT
As a result of Ohio Senate Bill 9 (Ohio’s Homeland Security and Anti-terrorism Legislation), applicants seeking public employment must fill out new forms indicating that they have not provided financial assistance or support to a terrorist organization. These new requirements took effect on April 14, 2006. 
The Declaration Regarding Material Assistance/Non Assistance to a Terrorist Organization

(DMA) was created to provide the state with an additional tool to deter and prosecute acts of terrorism within Ohio. The revised version of the bill was signed into law by Governor Taft on January 11, 2006. Sections 2909.32, 2909.33, and 2909.34 of the Ohio Revised Code officially defined and created the DMA. 

The Terrorist Exclusion List (TEL) is being used to identify terrorist organizations. The TEL is a list of foreign organizations known to support and/or engage in acts of terrorism. The list is maintained by the United States Department of State. The TEL is distributed along with the DMA form for reference.
Complete the attached DMA form for public employment and return to the Human Resources Coordinator. A positive response means that your application will not be considered for employment. 
More information may be found on the Ohio Homeland Security Web site: www.homelandsecurity.ohio.gov/dma/dma_general_info.asp.  


MEMORANDUM

TO:

Board of Trustees Finance/Operations Committee

FROM:
[name], Human Resources Coordinator

[name], Business Manager

DATE:

[date]

SUBJECT: 
New State Reporting Requirement

The library was recently advised of a new state reporting requirement by the Ohio Library Council. The Declaration Regarding Material Assistance/Non Assistance to a Terrorist Organization (DMA) was created by a provision in Ohio Senate Bill 9 (Ohio’s homeland security and anti-terrorism legislation), to provide the state with an additional tool to deter and prosecute acts of terrorism within Ohio. The press release about this requirement is attached. These new requirements took effect on April 14, 2006. 
Effect on Human Resources

Applicants seeking public employment must complete a questionnaire indicating that they have not provided financial assistance or support to a terrorist organization. We believe that this will have a minimal effect on the selection process. The law only requires that “all candidates under final consideration for public employment” complete the DMA form. To accomplish this, applicants will be given the requisite documents when they interview with [name] A completed form will not be required merely to apply for a job. The Terrorist Exclusion List (TEL) is a list of foreign organizations known to support and/or engage in acts of terrorism, maintained by the United States Department of State. The TEL is distributed with the DMA form. Following a positive response or refusal to answer any of the six questions on the questionnaire, the government agency or entity must then notify the Department of Public Safety's Division of Homeland Security that it has denied employment due to a positive response on the DMA. However, we don’t expect this to be a regular occurrence. Our compliance procedure was implemented on April 28, 2006. 

Effect on Finance Department

The impact on Finance is that a form must be sent to each vendor that receives aggregate payments from the library in excess of $100,000 per year. The form requires the vendor to state that it has not provided any material assistance to any terrorist groups. If the vendor does not answer "no" to every question on the form, the application will be denied, the library may not contract with that vendor, and the State Department of Homeland Security must be advised of the status of that vendor. In 2005, there were a total of 4 library vendors that received payments of $100,000 or more. A form will be sent to all of these vendors initially and then payment totals will be tracked throughout the year to determine if additional vendors should be added to the list and sent a form. 
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