
Appendix A.1

Collection Development Policy
It is the policy of the _______________ Public Library Board of Trustees to recognize the diverse library needs of all citizens, regardless of age, race, national origin, religious, social, or political views, and declares that:

The _______________ Public Library provides free, open, and equal access and service to all individuals and groups. The library defends the principles of the freedom to read, to view, and to listen; recognizes its patrons' rights as citizens to petition the government; and declares that whenever censorship is involved, no materials shall be removed from the library except by a unanimous vote of the entire Board of Trustees.

The library's basic objective is [insert library’s own mission statement – e.g., the provision and servicing of a collection of library materials which aid the individual in the pursuit of education, economic competence, satisfactory social relationships, adequate citizenship, and the creative use of leisure time].

Library personnel promote the use of the collection by children, young adults, and adults to provide opportunity and encouragement for their fullest development as individuals, as members of a family, and as informed and useful citizens. 

The scope of the collection is intended to offer all persons a choice of format, treatment, and level of difficulty so that the majority of the cultural, informational, educational, and recreational needs of the individual user can be met.

The collection is intended to provide supplemental materials for individuals pursuing educational programs, and as a beginning point for those seeking more advanced information or materials.

To satisfy demand for highly specialized materials (i.e., materials that are of interest only to the advanced researcher), the library will depend on interlibrary loan service. Interlibrary loan service is not intended as a substitute for collection development, but is meant to expand the range of materials available to library users without unnecessarily duplicating the resources of other libraries.

Collection development is and shall be vested in the Library Director, by the Board of Trustees. Under the Library Director’s direction, collection development may be delegated to members of the professional staff who are qualified to perform collection development duties by reason of education, training, and experience.

Any material so selected for the collection shall be considered to have been selected by the Board of Trustees.

All staff members selecting materials are expected to keep collection development objectives in mind when applying their professional knowledge and experience in selecting materials.

[See Appendix B.1 for policy implementation procedures.]
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