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David Namiotka has joined the

State Library of Ohio as Director

of Information Systems and

Technology effective February 20,

2007. He will be responsible for

leadership and management of

the IT department overseeing day

to day operations, long-range

planning, and implementation to

improve access to the State

Library of Ohio’s resources,

programs, and services. Namiotka

comes to the State Library from

the Seattle Washington area

where his work included

technology systems management,

team leadership, capacity

planning, and development. 

He holds a Masters of Science

degree in Physics from Lehigh

University and brings 13 years of

experience in information

technology systems. According to

Ohio State Librarian Jo Budler,

“We look forward to introducing

David to the library community in

the very near future, as he joins

us in our work, particularly as we

continue to enhance statewide

resource sharing and as we look

at the feasibility of Open Source

software in library automation in

Ohio libraries.”

Virginia Sharp March has been named Director of

the Perry Public Library effective February 1, 2007.

She was formerly the Assistant Director/Interim

Director of the library.

Cuyahoga County Public Library was awarded a

$20,000 grant from the National Endowment for the

Arts to support a reading initiative taking place in

March which encourages teens and adults

throughout the county to read Their Eyes Were

Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston. The library is

partnering with Playhouse Square Center and

Cleveland State University to create programs for all

ages.

Columbus Metropolitan Library Foundation
received a $1 million planned gift from former library

trustee Charlotte Kessler. Though the branch will still

be known as the Columbus Metropolitan Library’s

New Albany Branch, the building will be renamed to

honor Kessler’s contribution. Kessler was the 2005

recipient of the OLC Trustee Award of Achievement.

Both the Public Library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County’s Corryville Branch and the
Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning
County’s Poland Branch were selected by

Berkshire Publishing for inclusion in a recently

published, full-color coffee table book entitled Heart

of the Community: The Libraries We Love

(www.librarieswelove.org).

Jeanine Wilbarger has been named Director of the

Rossford Public Library effective May 1, 2007. She

retired from the Toledo-Lucas County Public Library on

February 16, 2007, after more than 38 years of

service. She was Manager of Circulation Services for

the library. 
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The Library Education Committee
is committed to helping libraries
incorporate competencies into their
training and staff development efforts.
Each month we will highlight one of the
OLC competencies by providing a short
definition, a few related skills or
behaviors, and resources for more
information. As always, we want to
know how your library uses compe-
tencies. Please send your stories to
cathy.wilkymacky@cincinnatilibrary.org.

COMPETENCY: Communication
Definition: The ability to provide timely and
concise information internally and externally (both
written and verbal); obtain consensus, convince,
motivate, train and communicate well with others.
In addition, if you are a supervisor or manager:
to ensure that communication occurs among all
organizational levels and with all appropriate
people by encouraging open expression of ideas
and opinions.

Select Skills and Behaviors: 
� Promotes inter-building, intra-departmental communication.
� Provides clear, concise, courteous, positive, constructive and

complete communication with enough advance notice to
promote understanding and acceptance of ideas.

� Effectively uses a variety of communication vehicles.

Training Resources: 
� Davis, Jordan: The Power of Persuasion – audio CD set
� Hamlin, Sonya: How to Talk so People Listen: Connecting in

Today’s Workplace – book
� Stephens, Michael: Communication, Conversation, and the Blog

People – www.sirsidynixinstitue.com – archived webinar
� Verbal Communication: The Power of Words – video

Training Opportunities: 
www.ceohio.org

Complete List of Competencies:
www.olc.prg/pdf/core.pdf

More Information:
Pat Carterette, Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public Library
(pcarterette@heightslibrary.org)

2007 OLC Awards and Honors
Nominations Due No Later Than May 4, 2007

The OLC is accepting nominations for the 2007 OLC Awards and Honors in the following categories:
� Hall of Fame Librarian
� Librarian of the Year
� Support Staff Member of the Year
� Ohio Friends of the Library Recognition Award
� Trustee/Board of Trustees Award of Achievement
� John Philip Outreach Award
� Diana Vescelius Memorial Award
� Library Innovation Award
� Citizen of the Year Award

Award recipients will be recognized during an awards ceremony at the 2007 OLC
Convention and Expo on October 10-12, 2007. Award descriptions and a nomination
form are available on the OLC Web site (www.olc.org/awards.asp).
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