Passage of Proposed Constitutional Amendment Could Mean

New Charges, Cuts in Programs at Your Library
Over the next several months, you’ll be hearing repeatedly about a proposed constitutional amendment referred to as “TEL” or Tax and Expenditure Limitation. When you go to the polls on Election Day, November 7, you’ll have to decide how to vote on this proposed amendment.

While on the surface, the provisions of this amendment may sound appealing, it is critical that you understand this issue and its potential impact on your local library when heading to the polls so that you can make an informed decision. 

TEL limits the amount a state and local government budget can be increased from year to year, unless larger increases are specifically approved by a majority of registered voters, not just a majority of those who actually vote. This limit applies even if the funds are available without raising taxes. TEL also includes a measure requiring only minimal state funding for local services such as libraries, roads, fire, police, schools, and health and human service programs and forces these critical local service organizations to compete with each other for funding. The level of state funding required by TEL is substantially less than the amount these services currently receive. 

Because of these spending and budgeting limitations, if TEL passes, the library and other local service providers may be forced to make drastic cuts and charge for services that you now receive free of charge. TEL would pressure your local library into making tough decisions that would cost you money. In addition to closing branches, reducing operating hours, cutting back on materials available for circulation, eliminating programs and cutting staff, the library would be forced to charge for services such as:

· Borrowing DVDs, CDs, and other audiovisual materials;

· Using library computers, software, and databases;

· Browsing the World Wide Web;

· Answering reference questions; and

· Participating in summer reading programs, story times, and other programs for children, teens, and adults.

Just ask any taxpayer in Colorado – a state with the most aggressive TEL on the books, called the Taxpayers Bill of Rights (TABOR). Since TEL was passed in 1992, the state has suffered devastating cuts across all public service sectors, including health care and education. In fact, last fall, voters in Colorado approved a moratorium on their TEL because of the negative impact TEL has had on their state’s economy and local services. As written, Ohio’s TEL is even more aggressive than the TEL in Colorado.

Nearly 80 percent of Ohio’s libraries, widely recognized as the best public library systems in the nation, receive almost all of their funding from the state budget. However, under TEL, Ohio’s library system as a whole and your local public library will be forced to compete for funding and make cuts that will no doubt affect your library experience.

TEL is not only bad for libraries and local services; it’s unnecessary. Ohio’s constitution already requires a balanced budget and recently enacted tax cuts to save taxpayers more money than does the TEL amendment.  Economic conditions require state and local governments, including libraries, to limit spending without the overly restrictive limitations TEL would impose. Libraries are careful stewards of public funds using the monies we receive to provide top quality service to our communities statewide.

We encourage you to learn more about TEL before you cast your ballot this November. You and others in this community have a tremendous opportunity to ensure that the many free library services you and your family have long-enjoyed continue to be available. 
