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Ohio Library Council 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 

ITEM NO.: 4.D MEETING DATE: March 13, 2026 
SUBJECT: Endorsement Request SUBMITTED BY: Michelle Francis 
 Aimee Fifarek, Candidate PLA 

REPORT FOR ACTION
 

 
Aimee Fifarek, Director and CEO, Public Library of Youngstown & Mahoning County 
(PLYMC), is a candidate for the position of PLA President-Elect. The election will be held 
March 9 – April 1, 2026. She is currently accepting endorsements for her campaign and 
has asked for the endorsement of the Ohio Library Council Board of Directors. 
 
Overview of Aimee’s History with the Ohio Library Council 
- 2026 OLC Government Relations Committee 
- 2026 National Library Legislative Day in Washington D.C. 
- 2019-2024 Member of the OLC Board of Directors 
- Multiple OLC Library Legislative Days in Columbus 
 
Aimee’s Biography 
Aimee Fifarek is the Director and CEO of the PLYMC in northeast Ohio.  She graduated 
with dual degrees in English and Library and Information Science from the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  After spending her first professional years at LSU Libraries in Baton 
Rouge, she moved to public libraries, serving in technology and management positions at 
Scottsdale Public Library and Phoenix Public Library in Arizona before being selected as 
Director & CEO at PLYMC in 2017. 
 
Aimee is a passionate defender of privacy and intellectual freedom, especially as they 
intersect with technology.  Much of her philosophy was formed during her early days in 
ALA, serving in various roles with LITA and being fortunate enough to be a liaison to the 
Intellectual Freedom Committee and where she was able to learn from Office for 
Intellectual Freedom Director Judith Krug.  Aimee's move to PLYMC has allowed her to use 
this background to build a reputation as a strong library advocate for library funding and 
free access to information. Aimee lives in Canfield, Ohio with her husband Jason, and they 
enjoy gardening, yoga, and travels that involve good food, friends, and adventures. 
 
Major Accomplishments 
Guiding PLYMC through the COVID pandemic, including working with staff to create a 
completely new virtual service model over the course of three days to continue serving 
patrons during shutdown. 
 
Completing the $27 million renovation of PLYMC’s Main Library, largely on time and on 
budget, despite the COVID shutdown occurring about 1/3rd of the way into the project. 
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Becoming a strong advocate in the eight years she has been in Ohio, helping to stave off 
materials restrictions and the worst of the funding cuts after testifying before the Ohio 
Senate. 
 
Honors and Awards (library and non-library) 

• Athena Award Nominee, 2022, Youngstown Warren Regional Chamber (Ohio) 
• 2012 City Manager’s Award of Excellence: Plan and Innovate for the Future, City of 

Scottsdale (Arizona) 
• 2012 Citation for Outstanding work by the ALA Office for Information Technology 

and Policy's Program on America's Libraries for the 21st Century, with Anne Porter 
for creation of the Gimme Engine book recommendation mobile website 

• 2006 Arizona Library Association’s Outstanding Service Award 
 
Candidate's Websites 

• LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/aimeefifarek/ 
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/aimee.fifarek/ 
• Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/afifarek 
• Library Website: https://www.libraryvisit.org/ 
• Library Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/plymc/ 
• Library Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/ThePLYMC/ 

 
Personal Statement 
“I am seeking the position of PLA President-elect because public libraries are facing 
unprecedented challenges, and I believe our profession must speak with clarity and 
courage in defense of intellectual freedom and open access to information. I am committed 
to ensuring PLA remains a safe, supportive space for library workers while we work 
together to confront censorship, funding pressures, and intimidation. Building on my record 
of local and statewide leadership, I will bring a steady, collaborative voice to national 
advocacy on behalf of all public libraries.” 
 
About the Election 
In the 2026 PLA election, eight nominees will stand for four positions – PLA President, ALA 
Division Councilor and two Directors-at-Large. These are crucial leadership roles that will 
guide PLA into the next several years, ensuring that PLA delivers on its core purpose to 
strengthen public libraries and their contribution to the communities they serve. 
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